
State and Local Government  
POLS 207 – 508 

TR 2:20-3:35 PM, Blocker 102 
 

Professor:  Francisco Pedraza  Office Hours: TR, after class until 5:00pm 
Office:  2104 Allen Building    
Phone:  979-845-2674  
eMail:  fpedraza@tamu.edu 
 
 

Texts 
Harvey J. Tucker and Norman R. Luttbeg, Comparing the States and Communities, Revised 8th edition, 

Spring 2012, available for purchase only at the MSC Bookstore in G. Rollie White.  The Spring 2012 printing 
corrects errors and updates some information from earlier printings.  There is more than 90% overlap in all 
printings of the Revised 8th edition. 

A booklet of lecture materials is available for purchase at the MSC Bookstore in G. Rollie White only. 
 

Learning outcomes  
Students can expect to learn the following by the end of this course: 
(1) To define, understand, and use concepts and terms relevant to the study of state and local government in 

the United States; 
(2) To comprehend origins and evolution of state political systems with a special emphasis on Texas 

including a study of political institutions, constitutions, and federalism;  
(3) To learn the opportunities for citizens to participate in government at the state and local level by 

understanding differences in mechanisms and patterns of participation thus making them more 
responsible citizens.  

 

Email Communications 
Send email to fpedraza@tamu.edu.  To receive a response, each email message must have Pols 207-508 

and your name (as listed by the University Registrar) in the message subject line and must be sent from a 
TAMU email address.  The TAMU email address helps identify TAMU students.  Pols 207-508 and student 
names in the message subject line help identify students enrolled in the class and help me keep track of 
messages.  Email communications must meet the spelling, grammar and punctuation standards of formal 
business communications.  Do not expect an answer to questions answered on this course syllabus.  Expect 
inquiries about and requests for alternatives to the grading criteria below to be posted online and/or forwarded to 
the dean of your academic college. 

 

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 
DATES TOPICS CHAPTERS 

Jan. 17-19 Introduction 1-2 
Jan. 26 – Jan 31 American Federalism (No class Jan 24) 3 
Feb. 2 – Feb. 7 Government Finance 4-5 
Feb. 9 EXAM 1  
Feb. 14 Participation in Politics, Exam1 Results Available 6 
Feb. 16-21 Parties and Interest Groups 7 
Feb. 23- Feb. 28 Local Government, Exam 1 Make Up, Feb 23, 4pm, Allen 2104  8 
 Mar. 1 – Mar. 6 State Legislatures 9 
Mar. 8 EXAM 2  
Mar. 20-22 State Executives, Exam 2 Make Up, Mar 20, 4pm, Allen 2104 10 
Mar. 27-29 State Courts 11 
Apr. 3-10 State and Local Policy ( No class April 12) 12 
Apr. 17-Apr.19 Conclusion 13 
Apr. 24 EXAM 3   
Apr. 26 Test 3 Results Available  
May. 1 Exam 3 Make Up, 2:20pm, BLOC 102  

 



Tests and Eligibility to Take Tests 
Students are responsible for material covered in assigned readings and in classroom lectures and 

discussions.  There will be three tests during the semester and no final exam.  Each test will emphasize material 
covered since the previous one.  The tests are scheduled for February 17, March 29, and April 26.  These three 
scheduled tests will be administered during class time in the classroom. They will consist of 40 multiple-choice 
questions.  If there are opportunities for bonus points, such opportunities will be explained on test booklets and 
will be part of each test.  Students must bring gray 8½ by 11 inch Scantron forms, number 2 pencils, and one of 
these picture identification cards: a TAMU student ID card with legible name and photo, driver’s license or 
passport.  Students will have 60 minutes to complete tests. 

Students enrolled in the class are eligible to take scheduled tests if they are in the classroom with required 
picture identification, Scantron form and number 2 pencils before the first test taker leaves the classroom.  After 
the first student leaves, latecomers and those who do not have absences approved by university policy will 
receive grades of zero. 

 
Excused Absences 

University attendance policy as defined in Student Rules 7 will be strictly followed http://student-
rules.tamu.edu/rule07.  Only the excused absences explicitly listed in Rule 7.1 and 7.2 are acceptable.  For 
injuries or illnesses, students must provide written confirmation of a visit to a health care professional from the 
professional.  It must specify the date and time of the visit and also specify that the medical service was for an 
acute injury or illness that made it necessary for a student to be absent from class. 

Rule 7.3 specifies deadlines for notifying instructors and providing documentation satisfactory to 
instructors.  The notification deadline is by end of the second working day after the absence. Notifications after 
absences must include an explanation of why prior notice could not be sent. The deadline for providing 
documentation that is satisfactory to the instructor is within one week of the last date of the absence.  Students 
who delay sending documentation run the risk of missing this deadline if the documentation is not satisfactory. 

Students may submit documentation of an excused absence for (1) participation in an activity appearing on 
the university authorized activity list, (2) observance of a religious holy day or (3) acute injury of illness 
requiring absence from class either to me or to the associate dean for undergraduate programs, or the dean’s 
designee, of their colleges.  For participation in university authorized activities, I accept documentation from a 
sponsoring university official.  For observance of a religious holy day, students should send me an email 
communication stating the name of the religious holy day.  I reply by email if I need additional information.  For 
acute injuries or illnesses, the only documentation I accept is written confirmation of a visit to a health care 
professional from the professional.  It must specify the date and time of the visit and also specify that the 
medical service was for an acute injury or illness that made it necessary for a student to be absent from class. 
Students who choose to submit documentation to me must scan or photograph their documentation of excused 
absences and email them to me from their TAMU email accounts by the required deadlines.  Make sure the scan 
is of sufficiently large size and high quality that it can be read clearly when opened.  I will let students know if I 
need to see the original documents or if I need further explanation or information. 

Rule 7.2 indicates the associate dean for undergraduate programs, or the dean’s designee, of the student’s 
college may verify a student’s absence as excused for the absences listed in Rule 7.1.  Although Rule 7.2 refers 
to a letter from the dean or designee to take to instructors, I will accept emails and telephone calls in lieu of 
letters.  A communication from a dean or designee verifying an absence as excused per Rule 7.1 is always 
satisfactory documentation.  A communication asking “please treat an absence as excused” is not satisfactory 
documentation.  The deadline for providing satisfactory documentation from a dean or designee is within one 
week of the last date of the absence. 
 
Makeup Tests 

Only students who miss tests because of absences excused by University policy may take make-up tests 
with 40 multiple choice questions on the same material as the tests they miss (but not necessarily the same 
questions).  If there are opportunities for bonus points on scheduled tests the same opportunities will be on 
makeup tests.  The makeup for Test 1 will be 4:00 – 5:00pm, Thursday, February 23.  Report to room 2104 of 
the Allen Building; if the location must be changed, there will be information posted outside room 2104.   The 
makeup for Test 2 will be 4:00 – 5:00pm, Tuesday, March 20.  Report to room 2104 of the Allen Building; if the 
location must be changed, there will be information posted outside room 2029.  The makeup for Test 3 will be 
held in the classroom, Blocker 102, May 1 at 2:20-3:20 PM. The same materials required for original tests are 



required for makeup tests.  After the first student taking a makeup test has left the room, latecomers and those 
who do not have absences approved by university policy will receive grades of zero. 

 

 
Grading 

Scores from the three tests will be averaged to determine final course grades.  Semester averages of 89.5 and 
higher will receive grades of A; 79.5 to 89.4 grades of B; 69.5 to 79.4 grades of C; 59.5 to 69.4 grades of D; 
lower than 59.5 grades of F.  Students who want to criticize or challenge test questions on a test must do so 
immediately after all students have completed the test.  If there are problems with test questions, editing or 
reproduction, they will be taken care of with adjustments to scores for individual tests.   

Please be aware that individual reports from MARS round up to whole percentages.  For example, a grade 
of 82.5% is reported as 83% and a grade of 87.5% is reported as 88%.  Your test grades will be calculated to two 
decimal points.  In the example above, test grades would be recorded as 82.50% and 87.50%, not 83.00% and 
88.0%. 

There are no options for grading other than those listed above.  There is no curving.  There are no additional 
tests, no special projects, and no grades for attending lectures, no extra credit opportunities whatsoever.  The 
professor must assign the same course grade to every student who has the same test scores.  The professor does 
not have the authority to award grades on a basis other than described in this syllabus.  TAMU Student Rule 48 
http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule48 lists university officials who are authorized to give students grades other 
than those awarded by course instructors. 
 

 
Reporting of Test Grades 

Individual reports for Tests 1 and 2 and makeup Tests for Tests 1 and 2 will be distributed to students in the 
classroom the class following each test and will be available before or after class for the next class meeting.  
Individual reports for test 3 will be distributed on April 29 and Friday, May 6 from 12:30 to 12:50 PM.  Test 3 
makeups will be graded in the classroom before test takers leave and will be reported to test takers.  Students 
may review results and answer keys at only at the above times. Test grades will also be posted on TAMU 
ELearning, http://elearning.tamu.edu no later than ten days after each test.  Grades on ELearning are only for the 
purpose of allowing students to help identify any mistakes in the instructor’s records. Only students who obtain 
and keep their individual reports will be able to identify mistakes and have them corrected. If you need 
assistance with ELearning, contact TAMU Instructional Technology Services at 862-3977 or its@tamu.edu. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
I expect all students to adhere to the Aggie Honor Code: “An Aggie does not lie, cheat or steal, or tolerate  
those who do.”  It is the mission of the Aggie Honor System Office to serve as a centralized system established  
to respond fairly to academic violations of the honor code at Texas A&M University.  Prohibited academic  
misconduct is defined and discussed on their web site: http://aggiehonor.tamu.edu/. 
 
Student Responsibilities 

Students are expected to have completed all assigned reading before class lectures.  Those who do will find 
the lectures easier to understand.  While some lecture material will review assigned readings most will not.  
Students are encouraged to ask questions about the assigned readings when germane topics are covered in 
lectures. 
 

Classroom Behavior 
Texas A&M University regards attendance as an individual student responsibility.  You are expected to 

attend all classes.  Attendance will play no role in course grades.  If you attend class you should behave 
appropriately in the classroom.  After the lecture begins, this means, among other things, not conversing with 
other students, not reading, not working puzzles, not telephoning, not texting, not using your computer for 
anything other than taking notes on the lecture, and not sleeping. Your fellow students and instructor regard 
these as disruptive behavior discussed in Student Rule 21, http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule21 . 
 

 
 
 
 



Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy Statement 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive 
civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students 
with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their 
disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Department of 
Disability Services in Cain Hall B118, call 845-1637, or e-mail disability@tamu.edu. 
 
It is the mission of the Aggie Honor System Office to serve as a centralized system established to respond fairly 
to academic violations of the honor code at Texas A&M University.  Prohibited academic misconduct is defined 
and discussed on their web site: http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor/definitions.php. 
http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor/definitions.php. 
 
Copyright Statement 
The handouts used in this course are copyrighted.  By “handouts,” I mean all materials generated for this class, 
which include but are not limited to syllabi, quizzes, tests, lab problems, in-class materials review sheets, and 
additional problem sets.  Because these are copyrighted, you do not have the right to reproduce the handouts, 
unless the author expressly grants permission. 
 

 
 

  



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
POLS 207 Professor Tucker 

 
CLASS MEETINGS 
Where does the class meet? 
 Blocker 102. 
 
When does the class meet? 
 Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:20-3:30 PM 
 
Where will tests be administered? 
 In the room where the class meets. 
 
Where will makeup tests be administered? 
 That information is above. 
 
SYLLABUS 
Why is this course syllabus so long? 

• To help students learn to acquire information through written documents; 
• To save students the time and trouble of asking the instructor; 
• To save the instructor the time and effort of answering the same questions to hundreds of students. 

 
In a typical semester, what proportion of questions do students ask concerning course procedures that are 
answered on the course syllabus? 
 More than 98%. 
 
How do you know what questions students are going to ask? 
 Past students have already asked them. 
 
What do you do when students ask questions concerning course procedures that should be answered on the 
course syllabus but are not? 

• I answer the students; 
• If appropriate, I discuss the questions and answers in class; 
• If appropriate, I email the questions and answers to students registered in the course. 

 
Do you appreciate questions that you think should be answered on the course syllabus but are not answered on 
the course syllabus? 
 I appreciate the questions and I appreciate the students who ask them. 
 
Do you solicit questions that are answered on the course syllabus? 
 No. 
 
Do you intend to answer questions students ask this semester that are answered on this syllabus? 
 No. 
 
Why do you not intend to answer questions students ask this semester that are answered on this syllabus? 

• To help students learn to acquire information through written documents; 
• To save students the time and trouble of asking the instructor; 
• To save the instructor the time and effort of answering the same questions to hundreds of students. 

 
Why do you want students to learn to acquire information through written documents? 
 Employers (and others) expect graduates of Texas A&M University to have this skill. 
 
COURSE WEB SITE 
Where is the course web site?  

http://www-polisci.tamu.edu/faculty/pedraza/?id=155&course_id=1600 



 
COMMUNICATING WITH THE PROFESSOR 
Why have you not replied to my email or telephone message? 
 Email messages must have Pols 207, the correct section number and your name as listed by the 
University Registrar in the message subject line.  Email must be sent from a TAMU email address.  I cannot 
reply to email or telephone messages until after I have received the communication.  Do not expect replies to 
questions answered on this course syllabus.  Do not expect replies to inquiries about and requests for alternatives 
to the grading criteria specified in the course syllabus. 
 
Why won’t you give information about test scores and grades by telephone or email? 
 That would be a violation of university policy and federal law. 
 
STUDYING AND TESTS 
Will there be Supplemental Instruction sessions for this class? 
 Yes. 
 
Where is information posted about Supplemental Instruction times and locations? 
 On the course web site. 
 
Where is information posted about changes to Supplemental Instruction times and locations? 
 On the course web site. 
 
I have not attended class and want to know whether announcements about Supplemental Instruction were made 
but are not yet posted on the course web site.  Should I ask Professor Pedraza? 
 No. 
 
I have not attended class and want to know whether announcements about Supplemental Instruction were made 
but are not yet posted on the course web site.  What should I do? 
 Contact students who attended class and/or keep checking the course web site. 
  
What are the dates for tests and makeup tests? 
 That information is above. 
 
What are the times for tests and makeup tests? 
 That information is above. 
 
Where will tests and makeup tests be held? 
 That information is above. 
 
How should I prepare for class lectures? 
 Read the material specified on the course syllabus before each class. 
 
If I miss a lecture how can I get lecture notes? 
 Ask other students, particularly students attending Supplemental Instruction sessions, to share their 
notes with you. 
 
Does Professor Pedraza provide detailed notes to students who miss lectures? 
 No. 
 
Have you authorized anyone to sell lecture notes? 
 No. 
 
Have you authorized anyone to sell summaries of material in the textbook? 
 No.  
 
Is attendance at class lectures recorded? 



 No. 
 
Must I inform the instructor in advance if I am going to miss a lecture? 
 No. 
 
Must I inform the instructor after I miss a lecture? 
 No. 
 
How will you let me know if a test will be given on a date other than those specified on the course syllabus? 
 In case of emergency an email message will be sent to your Texas A&M University email address. 
 
What should I do to prepare for tests? 
 Read the material multiple times.  At the end of each section of text ask yourself, “What multiple choice 
questions from this material would the person who wrote the material ask?” 
 
What else should I do to prepare for tests? 
 Read material multiple times before it is covered in lectures. 
 
What else should I do to prepare for tests? 
 Attend Supplemental Instruction sessions. 
 
What else should I do to prepare for tests? 
 Get together with other students and ask each other what questions will be on the test. 
 
What else should I do to prepare for tests? 
 Anything you do to help yourself think actively about what you have read will be beneficial.  Answering 
essay questions, writing down the major points of the chapter and asking yourself what multiple choice 
questions could be asked are all examples. 
 
What else should I do to prepare for tests? 
 Remember that the questions are about what is written in the text and what was said during lectures. 
 
Do I need to know all values for all states presented in all scatterplots, maps and tables in the text? 
 No. 
 
What do I need to know about the information in each scatterplot? 

• Whether or not the relationship is strong. 
• If it is strong, is the direction positive or negative. 
• Anything specifically discussed in the text about causality and/or spuriousness. 

 
Will there be numbers and dates in some of the test questions and answers? 
 Yes.  But, dates and numbers in answers will not be close together.  You will not be asked whether a 
value is 5% or 7% or 9%.  You might be asked whether a value is 5% or 30% or 75% 
 
What should I remember as I am taking tests? 

Remember that you are seeking the best answer.  More than one answer may be correct or partially 
correct.  No answer may be completely correct.  Read all answers before choosing the best answer. 
 
Are there old tests I can review? 
 No. 
 
Why not? 
 The questions tend to stay the same but the correct or best answers change. 
 
Where can I find examples of multiple choice questions similar to those on tests? 
 In the textbook. 



 
What must I bring to tests? 
 You must bring one of the following that has your photograph: TAMU student ID card, driver’s license 
or passport, a number 2 pencil, and a gray 8½ by 11 Scantron form. 
 
Does the photo ID have to be a TAMU student ID? 
 That question is answered immediately above. 
 
What if I don’t bring a photo ID card to a test? 
 You will not be allowed to take the test. 
 
What should I do if I don’t bring a photo ID to a test? 
 You may retrieve an existing ID or go to the General Services Complex and get a new student ID card.  
You must return before the first person taking a test leaves the room and you may use the remaining class time 
to take the test. 
 
What should I do if all my acceptable photo identifications have been lost or stolen? 

Go to the General Services Complex and get a new student ID card.  They will issue a new ID card even 
if you cannot pay immediately. 
 
May I start the test if I arrange for someone to bring my photo ID card? 
 No. 
 
If I am late for a test will I have 60 minutes to complete it? 
 No.  Your time will end when time ends for students who were on time for the test. 
 
Is it possible to arrive too late to take a test? 
 Students who do not arrive before the first person taking a test leaves the room will receive grades of 
zero. 
 
When is it too late to take a test? 
 After the first person taking the test leaves the room. 
 
Is there a final exam? 
 No. 
 
Is there an exam I must take other than the three scheduled tests? 
 No. 
 
May I take tests other than the three tests specified on the syllabus? 
 No. 
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES 
What is your policy on excused absences from tests? 

University attendance policy as defined in Student Rule 7 will be strictly followed http://student-
rules.tamu.edu/rule07. 
 
Will you excuse absences for reasons not explicitly listed in Student Rule 7, such as: job interviews, 
professional or academic conferences, weddings and other social events, advance purchase of nonrefundable 
goods or services, and activities related to TAMU activities but not explicitly listed as excused absences, etc.? 
 No. 

 
What is required to document an excused absence for injury of illness? 
 For injuries or illnesses, students must provide written confirmation of a visit to a health care 
professional from the professional.  It must specify the date and time of the visit and also specify that the 
medical service was for an acute injury or illness that made it necessary for a student to be absent from class. 



 
What is required to document other university excused absences? 
 For absences listed in Rule 7.1.1, a communication from the appropriate university official.  For 
observance of religious holy days, send an email providing the name of the religious holy day.  I will let you 
know if I need further information.  For absences listed in Rules 7.1.2, 7.1.3, 7.1.4, 7.1.5, 7.1.7 and 7.1.8, the 
communication from an associate dean or designee of your college specified in rule 7.2, http://student-
rules.tamu.edu/rule07.   
 
Why do you want documentation of excused absences sent to you by email? 

• We both have a record of the message and when it was sent and received 
• I am less likely to misplace email with course number, section number and student name than I 

am to misplace a piece of paper given to me in the classroom. 
 
Must I inform the instructor either before or after I miss a test? 
 Yes.  That is required by Student Rule 7, http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule07. 
 
When must I inform the instructor before I miss a test?  When must I inform the instructor after I have missed a 
test? 

Student Rule 7, http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule07. 
 
Are there deadlines for informing the instructor I have missed a test? 
 Yes. That is required by Student Rule 7, http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule07. 
 
Where can I find information about deadlines for informing the instructor I have missed a test? 
 Student Rule 7, http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule07. 
 
Are there deadlines for submitting documentation of an excused absence that is acceptable to the instructor? 
 Yes, See Student Rule 7, http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule07 
 
If my documentation of an excused absence is not acceptable to the instructor, may I still provide the 
communication from an associate dean or designee of my college? 
 If it is received by the instructor within one week of the last date of the excused absence, Yes. 
 
If you do not accept my documentation for an excused absence, will the deadline for providing verification of an 
excused absence from the associate dean or designee of my college be extended? 
 No. 
 
Why do I have to provide documentation of an excused absence that is acceptable to the instructor within one 
week of the last date of the excused absence? 
 It is required by Student Rule 7.3. 
 
I missed both opportunities to get my MARS individual test report but I have excused absences for both class 
meetings.  How can I get my test report? 
 Document the excused absences using the procedures discussed in Student Rule 7 and above by the 
deadlines specified in Student Rule 7.  Send me the documentation by email. 
 
MAKEUP TESTS 
What kind of questions will be makeup tests? 
 That information is above. 
 
What material will each makeup test cover? 
 That information is above. 
 
Is one of the photo IDs listed above necessary to take a makeup test? 
 Yes. 
 



 
TEST RESULTS AND COURSE GRADES 
When can I criticize test questions and request that a different answer or more than one answer be deemed best 
or ask that an unfair question be excluded from grades? 
 You must raise questions or issues immediately after all students have finished taking the test on its 
original administration. 
 
What should I do if I think there is an error in the answer key used to grade a test? 
 Inform the instructor in person or by email. 
 
Is there a deadline for reporting suspected errors in answer keys? 
 Yes.  Suspected errors must be reported when individual test results are distributed to students and 
answer keys are available for review at the class meeting immediately following the three original scheduled 
tests.  
 
How are test results reported to students? 
 By individual test results provided by Measurement and Research Services distributed the class period 
following each test. 
 
Where and when are individual test results returned to students? 
 In the classroom the class period after each test is given.  They are also available at the next class 
meeting. 
 
Where and when can I review the test questions I missed? 
 In the classroom when individual test results are returned and before and after the next class meeting. 
 
Where and when can I talk with the instructor about my test results? 
 In the classroom when individual test results are returned, before and after class and before and after the 
next class meeting. 
 
What if I cannot meet with the instructor in the classroom at the times specified for talking about my test 
results? 
 Schedule an office appointment for one of the days when test results may be discussed in the classroom.  
 
When will grades be posted on ELearning? 
 Within ten days after tests are administered. 
 
I have reviewed my individual test results and think there is a mistake in my posted grade.  How and when must 
I request a correction? 
 By email.  All mistakes documented by individual test reports from MARS will be corrected.  Scan your 
individual test reports from MARS and send them to me. 
 
After I have taken a test, what can I do to improve my grades on future tests? 
 Review test results to see if there is a pattern to the questions you have missed.  Increase the quantity 
and/or quality of your studying. 
 
Given my scores on the tests I have taken, what scores do I need on remaining tests for the final course grade I 
want? 
 Texas A&M University faculty members expect Texas A&M University students to have the necessary 
skills in arithmetic to answer this question themselves.  Seek assistance elsewhere. 
 
After I have taken Test 1, Test 2 and Test 3, what can I do to receive a higher course grade? 
 Nothing. 
 
Has Professor Pedraza ever graded Pols 207 students on criteria other than those on his course syllabi? 
 No. 



 
How do I find my test results? 
 That information is above. 
 
What if I need help finding my test results? 
 That information is above. 
 
What if I can’t remember some or all of my test grades at the end of the semester? 
 Wait for your course grade to be communicated to you by the Registrar. 
 
What if I want help averaging my three test grades? 
 Texas A&M University faculty members expect Texas A&M University students to have the necessary 
skills in arithmetic.  Seek assistance elsewhere. 
 
What are the numerical cutoffs for each course letter grade? 
 That information is above. 
 
Is there a final exam? 
 No. 
 
Is there an exam I must take other than the three scheduled tests? 
 No. 
 
Can my course grade be determined by a method other than averaging my three test grades? 
 No. 
 
Will there be curving of grades at the end of the semester? 
 No. 
 
DROPPING 
Should I q-drop or should I take the remaining test or tests? 

Academic programs at Texas A&M University set their own grade requirements for “passing” Pols 207.  
Some require a grade of D and others require a grade of C.  Check with an academic adviser in your department, 
program or college about grade requirements.  That adviser can explain your options for “freshman grade 
forgiveness” and q-dropping.  Use arithmetic to calculate what scores you need on remaining tests for course 
letter grades at the end of the semester. 
 
PROBLEMS 
One or more of my test grades posted on http://eLearning.tamu.edu or is not the same as the grade on my MARS 
individual test reports; and is not a difference caused by imprecise MARS report rounding; and I have not 
received an email sent to the entire class about grading errors identified and corrected.  How can I have this 
error corrected? 
 Email or fax to me your three MARS individual test reports with a brief explanation of the problem. 
 
My course grade on http://howdy.tamu.edu or reported to me by the registrar is not the same as the grade that 
should have been awarded.  How can I have this error corrected? 
 Email or fax to me your three MARS individual test reports with a brief explanation of the problem. 
 
I think there is or wish there were an error in my test grades or test average or course grade but I do not have my 
MARS individual test reports.  Will you check my grades again? 
 If you missed your opportunities to pick up MARS individual reports for Test 1 or Test 2: No. 
 If you missed your opportunities to pick up MARS individual reports for Test 3 and cannot document 
excused absences for both opportunities:  No. 
 I will check for errors in Test 3 scores and average test scores for those who document excused absences 
for both opportunities to pick up Test 3 MARS individual test reports. 



I will check for errors in Test 3 scores and average test scores for those who took the Test 3 makeup 
because MARS individual test reports were not provided for them. 
 
How do I communicate a request to check for errors if I qualify? 
 By email.  Those who can document excused absences must include documentation with their requests. 
 
I had a university excused absence to miss a scheduled test but I chose to take the scheduled test.  Is it possible 
for me also to take the makeup test? 
 No. 
 
I have a compelling reason or explanation for why I did not have higher test scores.  May I have course grade 
opportunities not available to other students? 
 No.  Communicate with the associate dean for undergraduate programs, or the dean’s designee, of your 
college. 
 
I have a compelling reason or explanation for why I did not have higher test scores.  Can my course grade be 
determined by criteria not available to other students? 
 No. Communicate with the associate dean for undergraduate programs, or the dean’s designee, of your 
college. 
 
Professor Pedraza insists on grading me the way he grades all other students.  I am unhappy.  Who can help me? 
 Communicate with the associate dean for undergraduate programs, or the dean’s designee, of your 
college. 
 
I want to appeal my course grade.  How do I do it? 
 That information is in Student Rule 48, http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule48 . 
 
How do I discuss a course grade dispute with the instructor as specified in Student Rule 48? 
 Send me a written appeal by email or in a letter. 
 
How many opportunities may I have to discuss a course grade dispute with the instructor? 
 One. 
 
Why do you want to discuss grade disputes in writing rather than in person or by telephone? 

• There is information about when your message was sent and/or received 
• There is a record of the content of your message and my reply 

 


